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read the speech in the paper, I will not detail it, although
I could repeat almost the whole of it. But in losing the
voice and manner of Mr. Clay, much of the effect will be
lost. Every person had expected him to be very severe
on the President and seemed rather disappointed by his
moderation. To hear the better, I had seated myself on
some steps, quite out of sight of the house; when Mr.
Clay had finished he came into the lobby for air and re-
freshment. The members crowded round him, and I
imagine by his countenance, what they whispered must
have been very agreeable. When he saw me, he came
and sat a few minutes on the steps by me, throwing him-
self most gracefully into a recumbent posture. I told
him I had come prepared to sit till evening and was dis-
appointed at his speech being so short; he said he had
intended to have spoken longer, but his voice had given
out; he had begun too loud and soon exhausted himself.
Meanwhile Col. Johnson had risen and was speaking, but
the noise of walking and talking and coughing was so
loud, it was impossible to hear him. He several times
earnestly begged that the little he had to say might be
attended to, but in vain. Every one was glad of a little
relief after 3 hours, and after speaking without being
listen'd to the Coin, begged leave to defer what he had
to say to the next day. This was readily granted him.
The gentlemen are grown very gallant and attentive and
as it was impossible to reach the ladies through the gal-
lery, a new mode was invented of supplying them with
oranges etc. They tied them up in handkerchiefs, to
which was fixed a note indicating for whom it was de-
sign'd and then fastened to a long pole. This was taken
on the floor of the house and handed up to the ladies who
sat in front of the gallery. I imagine there were near a
100 ladies there, so that these presentations were frequent* Alexander Smyth, of Virginia.in South Carolina by his
